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November 30, 2006

Bill Colter, Superintendent
Target Range Public Schocls
4035 South Avenue West
Missoula, Montana 58304

Dear Superintendent Colier:
Recently, OPI reviewed the Stadeut Aitendance Agresments your district submitted for state-paid
tuition. During our review, ve noved indicaiiors that several of the stud=nts ware homeless,

20-5-101, MCA states that districrs “may not require an out-of-district attendance agreeInent or
mition for a homsless clild ™ QPI's legel counsel reviewed this issus. Lounsel determined this
statute prevails over the cns providing state-paid tuition for students itending a district as the result
ofa growp home placement.

The Montana Department of Health and Humen Services classifies Franeztick Children's Home in
your district as a “Therapeutic Choug Home.” Studerss in this home qualify for state-paid tuition;
iheir approved contracts are erclosed wath the Digtrict Cletle's copy of this lett=r. In contrast,
Watsom's Childrer’s Shelter is a “Shelter Care Pacility.” Stadents there are considered homeless, As
a result, they unfortuuarely do not qualify for state-paid tuttion. |

Targe: Range staif md§ now access the MAEFAIRS system and generate & Tiidon payient for the
approved students. Please contact me st (406) 444-4304 vou have any guestions regarding the
systern or this issue.

Sincerely,
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Mize Waterman
Fiseal Oficer
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e, xE‘:Il/ilé‘ Arderson, Tagst Range Dirsctor of Special Education

Tarvmy Tu'berg, Target Raonge District Clark

Cathy Warhank, OF1 Chief Tegal Counsel

3ob Rugkel. OPI Special Education Division Administrator

Denise Ulberg, OPT School Finance Division Administrator

Terry Teichrow, OF1 Homsless Children Specialist
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